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Our Mission 
Stella Learning Center, Inc. is the first learning center in the tri-parish area for 

children with autism and related learning disabilities.  Our mission is to im-

prove the lives of individuals with autism and related disabilities through the 

provision of high quality, accessible educational programs designed to en-

hance the individuals’ opportunities to achieve their full potential.  

What We Do 
Stella Learning Center staff strives to provide a total learning environment to 

improve life opportunities and positive outcomes for individuals with autism 

and related disorders.  Our program activities include academic classes, so-

cial and recreational activities, daycare services, and nutritional services for 

the learning disabled. At SLC, low student ratio allows our staff to be more 

effective in providing individual instruction and intensive services to their stu-

dents, providing the absolute best care and instruction possible to advance 

their students.   

Our Focus 
Stella Learning Center’s primary focus is on home-schooled individuals with 

Autism and related disorders including Autism Spectrum Disorders, ADHD, 

Downs Syndrome, learning disabilities and cognitive disabilities. We offer 

both full day classes and one-on-one tutoring. 
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Some of Stella’s summer students and staff having fun at  
Greenwood  Gator Farms & Tours! 

Happy  

Birthday! 

 

May: Amber Marcel (1th), Adeline Morgan 

(26th), Connor Ledford (26th), Fedor Aksenov 
(27th), Caroline Chancey (31st) 

June: Max Aldi (1st), Jack Richardel (13th), 

Conner Mai (13th) 

July: Zachary Hotard (31st) 



Letter from the Director 

Dear Family, 

What a great summer it has been!  The children participated in a variety of field trips.  They began 

with yoga, compliments of Twisted Fitness and a trip to the Greenwood Gator Farm and Tours facility.  

Handling the young alligator was enjoyed by all.  They even tried “Finding Dory” at the AMC Theatre!  

Our younger children had a blast at the Bayou Country Children’s Museum and loved having the Mo-

bile Librarian read books to them.  To finish, we ended with Summer Fun under the Sun!   

Looking ahead, it’s hard to believe it’s that time of the year again – the beginning of a new school 

year.  Welcome!  And while you aren’t part of the teaching staff you are just as important to your chil-

dren’s education as we are.  There’s a lot of excitement ahead of us including new books to read, new 

friends to meet and new skills to master…and we look forward to you sharing in those exciting times! 

I encourage every student and parent to embrace the opportunity to make this a great school year!  

                       -Daisy Ann Alviar, SLC Director 
             

Some of our daycare kids getting a visit and a story from the  Mobile Library! 

Did You Know? 
According to estimates from the Center for Disease Control's Autism 

and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring Network:  

 About 1 in 68 children have Autism Spectrum Disorder  

 Autism Spectrum Disorder is the fastest growing developmental 

disability  



Parent’s     
Perspective 
Ava Lajaunie is a soon to be sec-

ond grader that has been attending 

Stella Learning Center Inc.’s sum-

mer program for the last two years.   

Ava, while not autistic, has autistic 

tendencies, and has been diag-

nosed with a very rare disorder 

called Ayme-Gripp Syndrome. Due 

to the rarity of the disorder, (only 6 

known cases worldwide) it has 

been very difficult to find resources 

to support Ava and help her learn 

to overcome some of the challeng-

es she faces.  Ava’s father and 

mother, Bryan and Richelle Lajau-

nie, heard about Stella Learning 

Center Inc. by word of mouth and 

decided to enroll their daughter in 

the center’s summer program. Af-

ter her first summer in Stella’s pro-

gram, Richelle says she and her 

family noticed a big difference in 

Ava’s ability to focus on a task.  

Ava’s parents equate this to Stel-

la’s one-on-one approach to teach-

ing, which keeps Ava interested.  

They also believe  that the skills 

that Ava has learned in the sum-

mer program have benefited her 

during the regular school year at 

Acadian Elementary, and at home.  

“Ava is our sweet little girl, who 

gets everyone's attention.  She is 

always smiling and giggling, reach-

ing out to strangers when we go 

places, and keeps everyone enter-

tained.  Even though Ava is non-

verbal, she manages to let every-

one around her know what she 

wants or needs, without the ability 

to speak or use sign lan-

guage.  She is a special little girl 

who has captured our hearts! “ 

 -Bryan and Richelle Lajaunie  

Ava Lajaunie (Center) pictured with her family (L-R) brothers Nicholas and Michael 
Lirette, and parents Richelle and Bryan Lajaunie. 

A Message from the Board 
I use the movie Temple Grandin in my Introduction to Psychology course first thing in the 

semester to set the tone. My students suddenly see someone with autism with empathy 

and wonder. A dialogue begins about a neighborhood kid, a niece or nephew, someone 

we know on the spectrum. Elaine Hall, whose son is on the Autism spectrum and founder 

of The Miracle Project, wrote, “They say it takes a village to raise a child. I think it takes a 

child with autism or other special needs to raise the consciousness of a village.” 

Stella Learning Center is a vital part of the village for the children it serves. More than the 

usual academics taught by public or private school systems go into the day in day out 

activities and curriculum at Stella. Every day, the dedicated teachers and staff at the cen-

ter see to the safety, well-being, growth development and education of the amazing stu-

dents in their care. Along with loving, caring families, they help form the village that nur-

tures the students they serve.  

Temple Grandin herself often speaks of the people who did not give up on her – parents, 

caregivers, teachers. The students of Stella require a special kind of care and those who 

don’t give up. Daisy and her team are tireless in their efforts to provide quality education 

and care, often without compensation. I am proud to consider them part of my village. It’s 

my hope, along with the other board members and staff, to see Stella Learning Center 

grow into a thriving learning center for those in our village who are on the Autism spec-

trum or who have related disabilities. What I know is that it will take a bigger village than 

we have now. It’s my hope our communities will reach out and support Stella generously 

to reach her potential as the important part of our village she deserves to be.  

             -Angie Pitre Pellegrin, Board Member 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

services or how you can 

help positively impact a 

child’s life! 

Stella Learning Center, 

Inc. 

149 Morning Glory Court 

Houma, LA 70364 

(985) 868-2671 

info@stellalc.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.stellalc.com 

Connect with us on    

Facebook! 

Making a Difference! 

Progress at Stella Learning Center, Inc. is made possible through the support of our 

many friends and families, and we can’t thank you enough!  Through your gifts and 

support:  

You help a child who cannot utter a word to make sentences. 

You allow us to grow our space and staff to serve more children. 

You help a child learn communication, social, cognitive, and life skills necessary to enable individu-

als to function effectively and as independently as probable within society.  

 

Every year we hold the following fundraisers in order to provide institutional scholar-

ships, curriculum, technology, and to help cover operating expenses.  

January: Dash of Chilli Peppa’ 5K  

February/March: Mardi Gras Food Stand and Trivia Night 

April: Spring Raffle 

August: World’s Finest Chocolate 

September: Fall Raffle 

October: Superhero Bike-A-Thom 

Winter: Enchilada Plate Lunch Sale 

Stella Learning Center, Inc. 

149 Morning Glory Court 

Houma, LA 70364 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 


