
STELLA’S NEWS 

Now Registering!  
 

SUMMER PROGRAM:  
 
Registration due on April 1, 2016 
 
2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR:  
 
Registration due on June 1, 2016  
 
Contact Stella Learning Center, 
Inc. for registration forms! 
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Our Mission 
Stella Learning Center, Inc. is the first learning center in the tri-parish area for chil-

dren with autism and related learning disabilities.  Our mission is to improve the 

lives of individuals with autism and related disabilities through the provision of high 

quality, accessible educational programs designed to enhance the individuals’ 

opportunities to achieve their full potential.  

What We Do 
Stella Learning Center’s highly qualified staff works with individuals with Autism 

and related disorders using Applied Behavioral Analysis to improve the students’ 

performance academically and socially.  

Our Focus 
Stella Learning Center’s primary focus is on home-schooled individuals with Au-

tism and related disorders including Autism Spectrum Disorders, ADHD, Downs 

Syndrome, learning disabilities and cognitive disabilities. We offer both full day 

classes and one-on-one tutoring. 
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Happy  

Birthday! 

 

January:  Randy 

Boyd (27th) 

February: Jaiden 

Degruise (6th) &  
Ashton Guidry (7th) 



Letter from the Director 

Welcome Back for 2016! 

Welcome to the spring edition of the Stella Learning Center newsletter. We hope that everyone is in good health and enjoy-

ing the warmer weather. We’ve had a very busy start to the year and it has been great to see how well all of the children 

have settled in to their new groups and classrooms. The beginning of a new year brings with it so many possibilities for fresh 

starts and new and exciting adventures. Already I can see some of these adventures in learning taking shape! We are very 

much looking forward to embarking on this new journey of learning and growth with each of you! 

                           -Daisy Alviar, Director 

Some of our A Dash of  Chili Peppa’ 5K race contestants at the downtown Houma Chili-Cook-off! 

Ms. Sarah working with some of our daycare students! 

2-4 Year Old Daycare Classroom 

We are very excited to announce  the addition of a daycare classroom to our center as of January 2016!  This classroom is 

designed for children ages 2-4.  It is our goal to make each parent feel comfortable enough to entrust us with the care of your 

children.  We consider it our privilege to be a part of the team that helps your children to grow and develop successfully.  Our 

curriculum is designed to ensure each child is receiving the education they need while focusing on basic numbers, letters, 

shapes, and color recognition, as well as, self-help skills and social behaviors. Children develop differently and our teachers 

work with the children to ensure they are reaching a variety of appropriate and meaningful developmental goals - getting the 

best education possible for them!  We look forward to serving you and your family!   

Upcoming  

Fundraising Event! 

A “Mother’s Day” to Remember 

Saturday, May 7
th
, 2016 @ 5 p.m. 

Bayou Blue Recreation Center 
201 Mazerac Street, Houma 

 
TICKETS:  $40 

INCLUDES ONE ADULT AND CHILD 
ADDITIONAL GUESTS $15 EACH 

 
For tickets and more information, call 

(985) 868-2671 



Parent’s     
Perspective 
The Guidry family has been con-

nected with  Stella Learning Cen-

ter, Inc. since the organization’s 

very beginning.  Stacey Guidry 

was the President of another non-

profit organization called Join My 

World, which had a mission of see-

ing a learning center for children 

with autism and related disabilities 

be developed in the Houma-

Thibodaux area.  Mrs. Guidry, 

along with the other members of 

Join My World, helped Stella 

Learning Center, Inc. get on its feet 

through substantial donations of 

both money and equipment.  Once 

Stella received its non-profit status, 

Join My World was dissolved, as 

its mission had been completed 

with the creation of Stella Learning 

Center, Inc., the  first learning cen-

ter for children with autism and 

related disabilities in the tri-parish 

area.   

Mr. & Mrs. Guidry remain deeply 

connected to Stella Learning Cen-

ter, Inc because their son, Ashton, 

is one of Stella’s students.  Ashton 

was diagnosed with autism at age 

3, and after a very tumultuous be-

ginning in the public school sys-

tem, both Ashton and his parents 

found a stable, nurturing environ-

ment when Stella was created.  

Ashton is now in his third year at 

Stella.  The Guidry’s have seen 

tremendous growth in both Ash-

ton’s vocalizations, as well as his 

personal relationships, especially 

with his good friend Brandon, who 

also attends Stella.  Mrs. Guidry 

continues to help support Stella 

Learning Center, Inc. with her time, 

talent, and heart by coordinating 

Stella’s annual trivia night fundrais-

er.  This fundraiser is Stella’s larg-

est fundraiser to date and provides 

much needed financial support that 

enables Stella to provide institu-

tional scholarships, curriculum, 

technology, and cover operating 

expenses.  

Jared Guidry with his son, Ashton, on a SLC field trip. 

A Message from the Board 
While I was flattered when first invited to serve on the Board of Stella Learning Center, I 
also hesitated before accepting. Having served on boards in the past and as a parent with 
a child with special needs, I realized that volunteering my time was not simply a matter of 
scheduling but one involving an obligation of the spirit.  

Volunteering—on almost any scale—involves the complex management of time and skill-

ful engagement and carries with it responsibilities of community building and cultural sup-

port. But I did volunteer and did so not just because it was the right thing to do and be-

cause I realized I owed it to my community. When Albert Schweitzer observed that “the 

interior joy we feel when we have done a good deed is the nourishment the soul requires,” 

he was revealing a personal truth that all volunteers eventually learn: volunteering is a 

positive and satisfying activity. 

While volunteering involves generosity, it also contains elements of adding bulwarks 

against cultural loss and the erosion of communities. International experts on volunteer-

ism teach us that the generosity of volunteers builds links of connections and resilience 

and a solid sense of community. Still, I fully understand that my modicum of volunteer 

time on behalf of Stella is insignificant in comparison to the time, energy, and generosity 

of the parents of our students, the families, the staff, and a host of others who freely give 

part of their lives to this institution. 

We may not say it often enough, be we dearly appreciate the time and effort all of you 

make on behalf of Stella and particularly on behalf of our students. They represent part of 

our future’s hope and promise; and they have you to thank for the opportunity to be part of 

a healthy, safe, caring community.  

From the SLC Board, we thank you so much for all you have done! 

               -Jelpi Picou, SLC Board Member 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

services or how you can 

help positively impact a 

child’s life! 

Stella Learning Center, 

Inc. 

149 Morning Glory Court 

Houma, LA 70364 

(985) 868-2671 

info@stellalc.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.stellalc.com 

Connect with us on    

Facebook! 

Making a Difference! 

Progress at Stella Learning Center, Inc. is made possible through the support of our 

many friends and families, and we can’t thank you enough!  Through your gifts and 

support:  

You help a child who cannot utter a word to make sentences. 

You allow us to grow our space and staff to serve more children. 

You are supporting research-based principles and tactics of Applied Behavior Analysis to help chil-
dren achieve their full potential! 

 

Every year we hold the following fundraisers in order to provide institutional scholar-

ships, curriculum, technology, and to help cover operating expenses.  

January: Dash of Chilli Peppa’ 5K & Raffle Tickets 

February/March: Mardi Gras Food Stand and Trivia Night 

May: A “Mother's Day" to Remember Event  

September: World’s Finest Chocolate 

We ask if parents have any ideas or suggestions, please come and see one of the staff members! 

We would love some fresh ideas for fundraising!  

Stella Learning Center, Inc. 

149 Morning Glory Court 

Houma, LA 70364 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 


